
BRENTWOOD BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES OF 3/12/09 EMERGENCY MEETING 

 

Convened:  6:00 p.m. 

Present:     David Menter 

                  Kevin Johnston 

                  Jeffrey Bryan 

                  Andrew Artimovich 

                  George Waldron 

  

 

The Board called an emergency meeting to discuss information received from Town 

Counsel regarding the incompatibility of an individual serving as Selectman and working 

in the office of the tax collector.  The Board thought it was necessary to have the meeting 

today in order to inform Jane Byrne of Town Counsel’s opinion before Town Meeting. 

 

Menter explained that Town Counsel’s correspondence indicated that they checked with 

the Attorney General’s Office and they are in agreement that the two positions are 

incompatible and that the new selectman should not be sworn in unless she resigns from 

her position in the Tax Collector’s office. 

 

There was a lot of discussion with audience members who felt that the wording of Town 

Counsel’s email which referred to Byrne as an assistant tax collector misrepresented her 

position in the Tax Collector’s office.  Following conversation between the Board 

members, Byrne, and audience members, the Selectmen and Byrne agreed that she could 

be sworn in at the Town Meeting and that they will draft a letter to the Attorney 

General’s office together at a later date.  Byrne indicated that if the decision comes back 

that the two positions are incompatible, she will resign as Selectman. 

 

A question was raised by the audience in regards to the origin of this matter.  Waldron 

explained that it resulted from a discussion he had with his sister who is on the Board of 

Selectman in the town of Newfields and was relaying the events of a similar situation in 

that town. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Stevens 


